
RESULTS RESULTS 

METHOD METHOD 

AIM AIM 

Records have been collected on every patient treated 
radiotherapy in the NHS since April 2009 for England and 
2010 for Scotland.  From the onset electronic data was 
extracted from the Oncology Management System, OMS and 
processed to create a database containing records held by 
patient, episode (course) of radiotherapy, prescription and 
exposures. The complexity of the technical data held within 
the OMS, coupled with the integrity required to maintain 
clinical driven data has led to a robust source of data. Initially 
reporting focused on the delivery of radiotherapy. There is a 
need to collect procedures from planning and the newer 
technologies with a new mandate in 2013 to increase  the 
scope of RTDS.  

To report the National Radiotherapy, RTDS with 4 years of 
data from April 2009 to March 2013 taken from monthly 
submissions of data with additional information on quality 
assurance, the core SQL database and its reporting. 

CONCLUSIONS CONCLUSIONS 
There are many advantages to the oncology population to 
hold a complete central database with agreed currencies for 
reporting. National Dataset positive spin-offs are:  
 
 

Agreed currencies and definitions 
 

 

A convergence of working practices in the way OMS are used, 
 which should improve safety 

 

Better understanding of their data by radiotherapy, 
 management  staff and commissioners 

 

The ability to link patient data to geography can provide 
 evidence to assist planning the location of  
 radiotherapy services 
 

Beyond driving the financial and management 
arrangements for radiotherapy services, RTDS provides 
rich opportunities for clinical investigations and research 
which can help to develop practice. 
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QA begins within the extraction process with extended testing 
in house before loading into the core SQL database which 
holds around 30 million records. Reporting from this using 
online analytical processing cubes allows reports to be 
accessible one week after submission. 
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